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Introduction
High school days are quickly approaching, and with all the homecomings, proms, and Friday night games you will be constantly on the go, and nothing is going to get you to all these places like your own set of wheels. That's right, it is about time to start shopping around for your first vehicle. Your parents will help you with the financing of your car, but they want you to do the legwork and do extensive research to prove you are responsible enough to own a car. Since you are such a busy student, your parents are more than willing to help with the purchase of your first car.  This is a very important decision because you will be driving this car for a long time.  After completing this WebQuest you will be able to answer the following questions: How informed should you be as a first time car buyer? What information is most crucial, and how will you know when you have found the car that suits your needs? 
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You will go through the entire process of buying your very first car.  You will research several vehicles to find which one will suit you the best.  Your parents are going to give you $2500.00 for a down payment on your first car, but there are a couple of stipulations. The monthly payment on the car cannot exceed $300.00 a month, insurance payments must be within reason, and you have to seek out as many money savings rebates as possible. Try to keep your payment as low as possible for whatever money of the $300.00 your parents have set aside for your car payment can be used for gas and entertainment expenses. Not only will you be looking into prices, safety features, but you should also consider buying an environmentally friendly vehicle. And luckily for you, your parents want you to be in a safe reliable car, so only look into brand new cars.  
At the end of the project you will turn in a combination of group and individual work as well as a group evaluation form.  All work should be presented in a professional manner and be free of grammar and punctuation errors.
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The Process 

1. First you will be put in groups of 3 students, amongst your group decide on which of the following roles each member will perform.
Accountant – This role will be responsible for coming up with a detailed budget on what you can afford. Look into tax credits there might be for first time car buyers, and or incentives for buying a new car.  Keep in mind you have a down payment and a limit on how much your car payment can be a month.  Any extra money will be applied to car insurance and gas.
Banker – This role will be responsible for shopping loan rates, figuring payment information, and getting credit score requirements. You will be responsible for finding the qualifications for getting a car loan, will your parents have to co-sign, what are required minimum credit score and is there a required down payment.
Green Team – In this role you will research all the advantages in buying a green car, including but not limited to: gas mileage, admission standards, maintenance costs and rebate and incentive information. 
2. Look at all of the following websites and browse for vehicles you are interested in.  Take notes using this car notes worksheet to keep all your information organized.  Each member of the team needs to look for at least 3 different types of car: a small spot utility vehicle, a compact car, and a sedan.  It might be a good idea to assign each member with a different brand of car so that you do not duplicate car choices.      

CarMax
AutoTrader
Edmunds
Cars.com
3. After you have information on 10 different cars, get together with your group and narrow your search down to your 3 favorite.  Each group member will now thoroughly evaluate each of the cars according to their role.  Use this note taking guide to take detailed notes on each of the 3 cars you have chosen.  Keep in mind your role on the team, and evaluate each of the cars from the eyes of your role.  Here are some websites that might be helpful for each of the roles.  Keep in mind these are only tools to get you started, feel free to browse the Internet yourself or find any print material you think is relevant.
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· Create a detailed excel spreadsheet including the cost of gas and how many miles you travel in a day.  Here is a good example of what one might look like.

· Look for all the possible tax credits available for first time car buyers, and any dealer incentives that are being offered.  

· First time car buying tips for teens
· Mazda Incentives
· Ford Incentives 

· Factory and dealer rebates
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· Search several bank websites such as, Fifth Third Bank, Old National Bank, and Heritage Federal Credit Union, to compare current interest rates.
· Using this loan calculator, calculate what each of the cars will cost.  Calculate the payments if you pay sticker price, and with any applicable rebates you might receive.  Remember to include your $2500.00 down payment.
· Create a spreadsheet or chart to show a side by side comparison with all the information you have discovered.  
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· Research all the incentives for buying and environmental friendly car, use the following websites as a guide:

· Hybrid Cars
· 2010 Car Rebates
· Yahoo! Green Autos
· Shop for the insurance quotes, try to find a company that is environmentally friendly, offering paperless billing statements and other green practices.  Remember some insurance companies offer “Good Student” discounts for students who make the honor role!  Include your quotes in a word document that you will turn in with your final portfolio.  Remember you have to get full coverage on your car.  Here are some great site:
· NationWide
· State Farm Insurance
· Progressive
· Calculate, given how many miles per gallon your cars get and current gas prices, how much money it will cost to drive to and from school every week.  Put your findings into a spreadsheet to share with your group.  
4. With all the data you have collected within your role, compile a visual web displaying the highlights of each car.  Visit the Inspiration website and download the 30-day trial.  This is a great tool organize your data in one web or chart.  After each role has created a web, put one final web together to evaluate all the cars from the eyes of each role.

5. Once your team has decided on what car is the best fit for you, put together a PowerPoint presentation with all your findings.  Make sure you include all crucial information including, sticker price, monthly payment, insurance cost, and any rebates you will be receiving.  You presentation should answer the following questions:

· Did the money you were given go as far as you thought it would?  

· Were you able to buy the type of car you wanted at the beginning of the assignment?

· What expense was most shocking about owning a car?

· What did you learn from this WebQuest?

· How informed should you be as a first time car buyer? 
· What information is most crucial, and how did you know when you found the car that suits your needs?
· After all your expenses each month, did you have any money left over?
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Each person in the group will turn in their own portfolio.  Part of the portfolio will contain individual assignments, and part of it will contain the groups final presentation material.  Each person should turn in all the notes, spreadsheets, any charts or tables, a group evaluation as well as the final PowerPoint presentation.  All documents can be sent directly to me at sldonnelly@mail.usi.edu.
As you are getting all your work together, make sure your final projects meets all the criteria outlined on the rubric.  Your final grade will be a combination of group evaluations, individual projects and the final group presentation. 
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Conclusion 

Was there more research involved in buying a car than you would have thought?  I hope after this you feel confident with the tools and knowledge you have gained, that when the time comes you will be an informed buyer.  Always use caution when making such a large purchase decision; if you buy a car that you cannot afford your credit score could suffer, having a lasting effect.
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Standards
Indiana Math Standards:
7.6.4 Analyze data displays, including ways that they can be misleading. Analyze ways in which the wording of questions can influence survey results. 

7.7.6 Express solutions clearly and logically by using the appropriate mathematical terms and notation. Support solutions with evidence in both verbal and symbolic work. 

Indiana Science Standards:
7.2.8 Question claims based on vague attributes such as "Leading doctors say?" or on statements made by celebrities or others outside the area of their particular expertise. 

Indiana English Standards:

7.4.1 Organization and Focus: Discuss ideas for writing, keep a list or notebook of ideas, and use graphic organizers to plan writing. 

7.4.5 Research Process and Technology: Identify topics; ask and evaluate questions; and develop ideas leading to inquiry, investigation, and research.
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If you can arrange a class trip to a bank it would be a great idea.  Bankers are always willing to help out in the community and they would be more than willing to allow your class to come in and see how the loan process works.  If they are unwilling to invite an entire class into the branch, they would defiantly welcome individual groups.  The students would get a feel for a professional setting and get a better understanding of how the loan process works and how long it would take to finance a car.

This WebQuset is very flexible, you can change it up by having the students search for a job to make their own money in order to make the down payment on the car.
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